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Rep. Honda Participates in SCU’s first annual  
Broadband Institute of California Conference  

Honda joins other National, State policy leaders to address broadband needs of California  
 
SANTA CLARA, CA— U.S. Congressman Mike Honda (D-San Jose) today delivered the keynote 
address for the first annual Santa Clara University Broadband Institute of California Conference.  
Entitled “The Broadband Demography of California,” this day-long discussion addressed the economic, 
societal, and legal impacts of corporate and government broadband deployment policies on California.  
Honda was joined by State Senator, Richard Polanco, (D-Los Angeles) and State Public Utilities 
Commissioner, Geoffrey Brown.  The event was sponsored by Santa Clara University’s Center for 
Science, Technology and Society, SBC Pacific Bell, and the Broadband Institute of California.  
 
“I congratulate Santa Clara University for founding the Broadband Institute and for bringing 
this diverse group of policy experts and innovators together to facilitate discussion on the 
future of broadband policy in the United States,” said Honda.  “Developing a comprehensive 
broadband deployment strategy must be a top priority so that Silicon Valley can continue to 
serve as an engine for our economy.” 
 
Using the 2000 Census data on California, the conference addressed the broadband needs of 
California's citizens and institutions.  There were four panels of experts made up of key business and 
government leaders, health care providers, educators and financial service providers. They discussed 
the changing demography of California, communication needs generated by the new demography, 
corporate concerns that drive deployment decisions, current state and federal broadband policies, and 
California's articulated needs and concerns.  
 
“While America has a strong infrastructure to allow us to build out broadband over ‘the last 
mile,’ it is a goal that remains unrealized,” said Honda.  “For this reason, last year I introduced 
the Broadband Internet Access Act (H.R. 267), legislation that will establish a two-tiered tax 
credit for deployment of current and next generation broadband deployment to rural and 
underserved areas.”   
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